PERFUMES  AND  THEIR  PREPARATION.

When a perfume is in use the first element to emanate is the
alcohol. After that comes the sweet flower odor, then the light
and finally the heavier essential oils, all blending together into
the desired grand effect, culminating in the farewell. To that
bitter, or rather sweet, end the fixative must cling with tenacity
to justify its place in the formula.

Discretion in the use of fixatives is the sine qua non of the
capable perfumer. He must be discreet, not only in the type
of fixative he uses, but in the quantity as well. Fixatives which
serve admirably to marry heavy odors might very easily divorce
the lighter, more delicate ones. And, whereas, a modicum of
the selected fixative might be indispensable to the longevity of a
perfume, an added modicum may kill the odor by splitting or                          ; ,J4 - -^

masking it. Whereas, a perfume without a fixative is unstable
and evanescent, a perfume with an overdose of the same fixative
will be unbalanced, inartistic and utterly at variance with the aim
of its author.

Too great heed cannot be given to the vital distinction be-
tween fixatives per se, which, by the way, are most desirable
when most colorless, and certain essential oils which, aside from
their odor value, have a more or less important fixative quality as
well. In the latter case it is vital for the perfumer to take this
incidental characteristic into consideration and, accordingly,
modify, tone down or lessen the pure fixatives contemplated in
the formula.

The animal fixatives assume first rank and importance in
dealing with the binding problem in perfumes. Musk, ambergris
and civet are old and tried friends. Among those of vegetable
origin must be mentioned prominently tincture of orris root and
the aromatic gums.

Inasmuch as it is the most essential duty of a fixative to leave
unimpaired and unchanged the character of a perfume, the fatal
effects of a binder subject to deterioration are manifest, for that
which deteriorates in composition with other ingredients must

